
Kindergarten Reading  
Demonstrates Phonological 
Awareness 

   

Based on a web-based assessment 
called ESGI (Educational Software 
for Guiding Instruction) 

1st Trimester (Initial Sounds 
and Rhyming) out of 20 

2nd Trimester (Add Final 
Sounds and Blending) out of 
40 

3rd Trimester (Add 
Segmenting and Sound 
Substitution) out of 60 

4 NA NA NA 

3 16 - 20 32 - 40  48 - 60 

2 10 - 15 26 - 31  31 - 47 

1 1 -9  25 and below 30 and below 

 
 

Names all upper & lower 
case letters 

   

Based on a web-based assessment 
called ESGI (Educational Software 
for Guiding Instruction) 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 NA NA NA 

3 27-52 40-52 52 

2 15-26 27-39 40-51 

1 14 or below 26 or below 39 or below 

 
 
 



 

Associates letters and 
sounds 

   

Based on a web-based assessment 
called ESGI (Educational Software 
for Guiding Instruction) and 
lowercase letters 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 NA NA NA 

3 11-26 16-26 26 

2 6-10 11-16 16-20 

1 5 or below 6-10 11-16 

 

Automatically Recognizes 
High Frequency Words  

   

Based on Teachers College Sight 
Word List A 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4  (Word List B or more) NA 90+ 125+ 

3 NA 13-20 25 

2 NA 9-12 18-24 

1 NA 8 or below 17 or below 

 
 
 
 
 



Understands basic features 
of print Book orientation, 
directionality (left to right), and 
concepts of letters, words and 
punctuation. 

   

Based on a web-based assessment 
called ESGI: Custom Assessment 
Concepts of Print  

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 NA NA NA 

3  10-15  13-15 15 

2 6-9 10-12 12-14 

1 5 or below 9 or below 11 or below 

 

Reads grade level text with 
understanding 

   

(based on instructional reading 
level, 90-95% accuracy) 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 N/A H or above J or above 

3 N/A C-G D-I 

2 N/A B C 

1 N/A A B or below 

 
 
 



 

Applies strategies during 
reading 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 N/A Independently integrates 
strategies for meaning, 
structure and visual cues with 
consistent self corrections. 

Independently integrates 
strategies for meaning, 
structure and visual cues with 
consistent self corrections. 

3 N/A Independently integrates 
strategies for meaning, 
structure and visual cues with 
frequent self corrections. 

Independently integrates 
strategies for meaning, 
structure and visual cues with 
frequent self corrections. 

2 N/A Integrates strategies for 
meaning, structure and visual 
cues with guidance and 
support and some 
self-corrections 

Integrates strategies for 
meaning, structure and visual 
cues with guidance and 
support and some 
self-corrections 

1 N/A Not yet applying reading 
strategies (MSV) with limited 
self corrections. 

Not yet applying reading 
strategies (MSV) with limited 
self corrections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kindergarten Writing 

Use appropriate capitalization, 
spaces and punctuation. 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 NA The writer independently and 
consistently uses capital letters to 
start every sentence, writes 
lowercase letters unless capitals 
are needed, puts spaces between 
words, and recognizes and names 
punctuation. 

The writer independently and 
consistently uses capital letters for 
dates, proper nouns, and to start 
every sentence, writes lowercase 
letters unless capitals are needed, 
puts spaces between words, and 
ends sentences with punctuation. 

3 NA The writer capitalizes the pronoun 
“I” or uses some capitalization for 
the first word in a sentence, while 
leaving some spaces between 
words  

The writer uses capital letters to 
start sentences, writes lowercase 
letters unless capitals are needed, 
and puts spaces between words. 

2 NA Inconsistently capitalizes the 
pronoun I and inconsistently 
leaves spaces between words 
while writing. 

Needs guidance and support to 
use capital letters to start 
sentences, write lowercase letters 
unless capitals are needed, and 
put spaces between words. 

1 NA Requires intensive support to 
capitalize the pronoun “I” and and 
to leave spaces between words 
while writing. 

Requires intensive support to 
capitalize the pronoun I, to 
capitalize letters to begin 
sentences and leave spaces 
between words 

 
  



 
Generates ideas for Writing 
across a variety of purposes 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 NA NA NA 

3 While referring to visual 
strategy charts, using class 
and peer discussions, and 
minimal teacher support, is 
able to generate ideas, choose 
a topic for writing while 
remaining on topic throughout 
the entire piece 

While referring to visual 
strategy charts, using class 
and peer discussions, and 
minimal teacher support, is 
able to generate several ideas, 
choose one topic for writing 
while remaining on topic 
throughout the entire piece 

While referring to visual 
strategy charts, using class 
and peer discussions, is able 
to generate several ideas, 
choose one topic for writing 
while remaining on topic 
throughout the entire piece 

2 Requires some support to 
generate an idea and remain 
on topic while writing  

Requires some support to 
generate an idea and remain 
on topic while writing  

Requires some support to 
generate an idea and remain 
on topic while writing  

1 Requires intensive support to 
generate an idea and write 
about a topic 

Requires intensive support to 
generate an idea and write 
about a topic 

Requires intensive support to 
generate an idea and write 
about a topic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Composes texts using drawing, 
dictation, & writing 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 Independently orally plans, draws 
and writes across pages . The 
writer grabs the reader's attention 
with a beginning and provides 
closure. The writer 
elaborates/adds key events/details 
using a variety of strategies such 
as transitional words, vocabulary, 
dialogue, suspense, craft choices, 
and picture details. 

Independently orally plans, draws 
and writes across pages . The 
writer grabs the reader's attention 
with a beginning and provides 
closure. The writer 
elaborates/adds key events/details 
using a variety of strategies such 
as transitional words, vocabulary, 
dialogue, suspense, craft choices, 
and picture details. 

Independently orally plans, draws 
and writes across pages . The 
writer grabs the reader's attention 
with a beginning and provides 
closure. The writer 
elaborates/adds key events/details 
using a variety of strategies such 
as transitional words, vocabulary, 
dialogue, suspense, craft choices, 
and picture details. 

3 The writer told, drew, labeled, and 
wrote across  pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with minimal 
support. 

The writer told, drew, labeled, and 
wrote across pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with minimal 
support. 

The writer told, drew, labeled, and 
wrote across pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with minimal 
support. 

2 The writer told, drew and wrote 
across pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with some support 

The writer told, drew and wrote 
across pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with some support 

The writer told, drew and wrote 
across pages that showed 
important details/parts about a 
topic/idea/event with some support 

1 On the writer’s paper, there are 
drawings and some attempts at 
writing words that 
often require intensive support. 

On the writer’s paper, there are 
drawings and some attempts at 
writing words that 
often require intensive support. 

On the writer’s paper, there are 
drawings and some attempts at 
writing words that 
often require intensive support. 

 
 
 
 



Produces & expands complete 
sentences 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 The writer wrote letters for the 
sounds heard (initial, middle & 
final sounds), is able to reread 
what is written, uses the word wall 
to help spell words, and 
adds labels, words, phrases or 
sentences to make the writing 
more clear to the reader 

The writer wrote sentences and 
words using known spelling 
patterns and used the word wall to 
figure out how to spell other 
words. The writer adds more 
phrases or sentences to make the 
writing more clear to the reader 

The writer wrote sentences and 
words using known spelling 
patterns and used the word wall to 
figure out how to spell other 
words. The writer used strong 
words to give details to make the 
writing more clear to the reader. 

3 The writer wrote letters for the 
sounds heard (Initial sounds) in 
words while writing and is able to 
reread some of what is written. 
 

The writer wrote letters for the 
sounds heard (Initial and final 
sounds) in words, is able to use 
the wall word to help spell some 
words, and is able to reread what 
is written. 
 

The writer wrote letters for the 
sounds heard (initial, middle and 
final sounds), is able to reread 
what is written, uses the word wall 
to help spell words, phrases or 
sentences to make the writing 
more clear to the reader. 

2 With some guidance and support, 
the writer begins to write some 
letters for the sounds heard (initial 
sounds) within words while 
referring to a visual model. 

With some guidance and support, 
the writer writes letters for the 
sounds heard (initial & final 
sounds) within words while 
referring to a visual model and 
used the word wall to help spell 
some words.  

With some guidance and support, 
the writer writes letters for sounds 
heard (initial, middle and final 
sounds) within a word, is able to 
reread what is written, uses the 
word wall to help spell words, 
phrases or sentences to make the 
writing more clear to the reader. 

1 Requires intensive support to 
orally rehearse ideas and generate 
sentences. The writer attempts to 
represent words by drawings or 
writing letters while referring to a 
visual model. 

Requires intensive support to 
orally rehearse ideas and generate 
sentences. The writer begins to 
write letters for the sounds heard 
(initial sounds) within words while 
referring to a visual model. 

Requires intensive support to 
orally rehearse ideas and generate 
sentences. The  writer writes 
letters for the sounds heard (initial 
and final sounds) within words 
while referring to a visual model. 

 



Kindergarten Listening & Speaking 
Participates in Collaborative 
Conversations 

   

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 N/A N/A N/A 

3 Follows rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

Follows rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

Follows rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

2 With minimal support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

With minimal support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

With minimal support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

1 With intensive support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

With intensive support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

With intensive support, follows 
rules for discussions 
independently by participating 
in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics. 

 
 
 
 



Listens for Information    

 1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

4 N/A N/A N/A 

3 Immediately gets quiet on 
signal.  Listens actively and 
attentively to speaker. (eyes 
on speaker, quiet hands, still 
body, ignoring distractions) 

Immediately gets quiet on 
signal.  Listens actively and 
attentively to speaker. (eyes 
on speaker, quiet hands, still 
body, ignoring distractions) 

Immediately gets quiet on 
signal.  Listens actively and 
attentively to speaker. (eyes 
on speaker, quiet hands, still 
body, ignoring distractions) 

2 Sometimes needs reminders 
to get quiet on signal.  Needs 
redirection to listen actively 
and attentively. 

Sometimes needs reminders 
to get quiet on signal.  Needs 
redirection to listen actively 
and attentively. 

Sometimes needs reminders 
to get quiet on signal.  Needs 
redirection to listen actively 
and attentively. 

1 Frequently needs reminders to 
get quiet on signal.  Frequently 
needs redirection to listen 
actively and attentively. 

Frequently needs reminders to 
get quiet on signal.  Frequently 
needs redirection to listen 
actively and attentively. 

Frequently needs reminders to 
get quiet on signal.  Frequently 
needs redirection to listen 
actively and attentively. 

 


